
THE TRUNDLE 2016
Geddington 25th September 12noon - 4pm

The 15th Annual Trundle 
takes place this year on 
Sunday 25th September 
at Geddington Cricket 
Club.

As usual the Trundle involves 
teams of four dragging a bar-
rel along a course of approx. 
1 mile, around the village. 
In addition there are various 
physical and mental obstacles 
along the way.

Everyone welcome to watch.

Food and drinks will be avail-
able to purchase during the 
afternoon and music will be 
provided by The West Street 
Band, after the Trundle re-
sults have been announced.

Bridge St and Queen St be-
tween the Cross and the Post 
Office will be closed between
11.30am and 2pm.
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GVFB

Food, Drinks and        
Entertainment - p4

Limited availabi-
ity for team entries 
on the day. £20 per 
team of 4. £100 cash 
prize for the winners.

History of the 
Trundle

Origins of the Trundle are 
bound up in the history of 
harvest time in rural England. 
And Beer. In the tales of York 
Augustus Hopkins it is said 
that Beer would be brought 
into the fields to hydrate and 
enliven tired minds and bod-
ies, weary from labour. It is 
not unreasonable to speculate 
that the Trundle has taken 
place since harvests began.

The first recorded Trundle 

(2001) did indeed take in a 
route that took teams up the 
Chase to the Barrel Oak and 
back. Other years featured 
courses that went round 
ploughed fields. The most fa-
miliar event is one that involves 
teams of four transporting a 
beer barrel around a village 
course, taking in The Eleanor 
Cross, the Bridge, the Ford, 
and the Berm. As the years 
have gone by new elements 
have been added, testing the 
physical and mental abilities 
of the competitors. This year 
the Trundle begins and ends 
at Geddington Cricket Club.

The York Augustus Trophy



The Legend of 
York Augustus  
Hopkins
 

It’s a fine late Summer’s day 
a little like this one. The af-
ternoon has worn on into 
early evening and the swifts 
continue to spiral and screech 
against a cobalt sky. There’s 
warmth in the air, but behind 
it there’s a smudge of au-
tumn, a hint of fog and frost 
and rotting leaves. I say it’s 
a day like today, but it isn’t 
really. Think yourself back 
100 years or so. Some may 
be able to do that with ease. 
Others will have use their im-
agination. It’s 1895. Victoria 
is on the throne. The A43 is 
little more than a cart track. 
The bridge across the river is 
still referred to as ‘that darn 
newfangled bridge’. Elean-

or’s cross is a slightly darker 
shade than it is today, her 
features less blunted by the 
passage of time and the in-
famous ravages of owls.

In the shadow of the cross, 
a door opens in the property 
known as Church Farm. Out 
into the evening sunshine 
steps a man who is set to be 
a legend. Slowly York Augus-
tus strides across to the Star, 
pausing to dispense good 
deeds like confetti among his 
grateful neighbours. A kind 
word for a widow here, a far-
thing piece for a beggar boy 
there, a helpful hand for a dis-
abled man, the offer of a hot 
meal and a bed for the night for 
a family fallen on hard times. 

In the bar, he takes a pint of 
ale and generously tells the 
landlord to keep the change 
from the gold sovereign. 
The pub dog sniffs his fine 
tweed trews and York Augus-

tus reaches into his pocket 
for the small piece of gristle 
which he habitually keeps 
about his person for just such 
an occasion. Yes, even the 
animals know that their lives 
have been blessed when their 
paths have been crossed 
by York Augustus Hopkins. 

Suddenly the door swings 
open and in comes a young-
ster, ‘Please sire,’ he says, 
nervous at the feet of such 
an illustrious gentleman.

‘Now now lad, don’t fret,’ 
says our man, patting the 
boy gently on the head and 
ordering him a half a shandy 
and a quarter of best shag.

 ‘Take your time young fellow’ 
he beams benevolently as the 
grateful boy sups his beer 
and wonders about the shag. 
‘Tis the harvest sire. 
‘Tis all gathered in.’

‘Well my boy, then go into 
the fields and tell the men 
to gather at the Oak. Then 
send a cart down here and 
I will load it with umpteen 
gallons of the landlord’s fin-
est, and hang the expense.’

And so the legend that be-
came the story of Barrel Oak 
was born. Every year, the 
great village benefactor York 
Augustus Hopkins would pay 
for a barrel of ale to be en-
joyed by the farm-workers 
at the end of the harvest.

Who knows... the time may 
soon be upon us when a Hop-
kins once again stands astride 
our village, a colossus among 
mere mortals, dispensing wis-
dom, carrying out kind deeds 
and maybe even paying for 
a few beers along the way. 

Until then, we’ll just have to 
make do with a re-enactment.

Some Photographs from Previous Years



The Trundle Teams
Teams have been strongly encouraged to engage 
in Fancy Dress. There will be prizes for the best.

Confirmed Teams

Stanair Team 1
Stanair Team 2 - first time participants Stainair 
are welcomed to this year’s event
Weetabix Old Boys - courtesy of Alex Cosgrove
Simon Clubb Team 1
Simon Clubb Team 2 - as the names suggest - 
put forward by Simon Clubb
Geddington Church - underdogs, though expect 
to see miraculous things particulary on the Ford 
section of the course
The Tank Team
Harry Bolton All Stars - superhero costumed 
participants
Weekley Cricket Club - put forward by Colin Is-
sit, so expect flip-flops and heavy sarcasm
Geddington Cricket Club - the host club has a 
wealth of players to draw on, so should enter a 
strong team

Possible/Rumoured Teams

Yorks Young Uns - previous 2 time winners of 
the event and their return would be warmly wel-
comed, and may prompt the return of:
Geddington Tennis Club - three times winners of 
the event. Injuries may put paid to their entry this 
year.
Boughton Estate - last years winners and current 
holders of the trophy.
Askews Hairdressers - have made several ap-
pearances over the years, and never disappoint
Burton Latimer Fire Crew - without them the 
Annual Boxing Day Squirt could not take place. 
Hopefully this year they will join the Trundle

........STOP PRESS.........

Still places for teams to enter on 
the day. £20 per team of 4. £100 
cash prize for the winners.

The Battle of 
the Brook

This event, first held in the 
1950’s, saw teams from either 
side of the river Ise, compete 
in a Tug-of-War across the, 
then narrower, river.

To commemorate sixty years 
since the first Geddington 
Battle of the Brook, we are 
recreating the event in the 
Berm. Competitors from the 
North and South of the village 
are requested to make them-
selves known to John Doran 
on the day, for a chance to 
take part in the resurrection 
of this event.

Battle of the Brook pro-
gramme and photos 
from the late 1950’s 
and early 60’s.

Images courtesy of 
geddington.net



The course will start at Ged-
dington Cricket Club and will 
go up to the Cross and back, 
via the Ford and Bridge. The 
way back will take in the Berm 
and Woods before returning 

to the Cricket Club. There 
will be obstacles on the way 
round and penalties imposed 
for not completing tasks. Al-
ways worth looking out for 
the water obstacles.

Running Order
1130 Road Closure
1200 The first team sets off
1300 The final team returns
1300 The judges assemble and compare timings   
         and penalties
1400 Roads reopen
1400 The result is announced followed by 
         prizegiving
1415 The West Street Band
1500 Surprise Event - The Battle of the Brook
1600 End of event

For further information or to enter a team, contact Darryl Foulds on 07837 397148

The event is run by Ged-
dington Volunteer Fire Bri-
gade. Many thanks to the 
following for their support: 
Geddington Cricket Club for 
hosting the event; 
Tony Barnett for supplying 
the PA; newspaperclub.com 
for the printing of this news-
paper.
All monies raised will go to 
the the GVFB for charitable 
causes within the village.

Map of the Course

Hog 
Roast

Cricket 
Club Bar

Real 
Ale Bar

Hot 
Dogs & 
Burgers

Refreshment, Food 
& Entertainment


