
 
 

GEDDINGTON, NEWTON AND LITTLE OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th OCTOBER 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 

   1. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Councillors N Batchelor (Chair), C Buckseall, T Bailey, P Goode, J Padwick, M Rowley.  
 
APOLOGIES: 
Councillors P Johnson, D Lomasney. 

 
035/22: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None. 

036/22: PUBLIC SESSION 

One members of the public was present at the meeting. 
 
a) Questions sent in by the public  

No questions had been received. 

 

Sam Rees from Boughton Estates was present and gave several updates:- 

- The closed Post Office -   The legal process is slow, but a court notice for a full possession 

(residential) hearing will be delivered within the next two weeks.   

 

- The wall has been repaired in the car park. 

 

- Repairs to a Little Oakley wall will be carried out shortly. 

 

- Little Oakley flooding - Cllr Rowley will arrange a meeting with Keir, to include Sam and Cllr 

Bailey and himself.  He reiterated that the diameter of the Little Oakley pipe is not sufficient 

to carry flood water.  Sam added that Highways say it is not their responsibility as the water 

is not draining from the road.  But they agree that it is surface water drain-off.    

 

- The Chase flooding – Boughton Estates have installed pipework under some of the paths in 

the Chase which join up to the ditches.  With the Clay Dick area it is possibly better to flood 

the ditch rather than push the water down the hill. 

 

- Verges in Clay Dick – The verges were cut when orchids and wild flowers were flowering.  

They have not been cut since.  Northampton Highways specify however that the byway has 

to be at a minimum width.  There is a balance between Highway’s requirements and 

Boughton Estates responsibilities.  Boughton Estates are contractually obliged to carry out 

one cut in June/July and one cut in August/September. 

 

- Trees overhanging the path on the A4300 in the area that is Boughton Estate’s 

responsibility will be cut back in January 2022. 

 

- There are no events planned at the current time. 

 

-    Ownership of land in front of the Post Office – Sam said that Boughton Estates owned only 

a thin strip – possibly one metre. The car parked in front of the Post Office is on public highways 

land. 



 

 
 

b) Reports from North Northants Councillors. 

- Cllr Rowley reported that the next three Council meetings are at 2.00pm rather than 
7.00pm. 
- The Council voted last week to change the minimum wage to the living wage rather than 
the national minimum wage. 
- In answer to a question, Cllr Rowley informed councillors that the Council wardens cover 
parking, dogs, litter, fly tipping – anything that has been decriminalised.  There are about 16 
of them and they do not have a schedule for the areas that they cover. The berm is on 
private land, so they do not have an enforcement role here. However, the Parish Council 
also cannot enforce it as they do not have the power of an enforcement role. 
 
Cllr Rowley added that attendance at the Parish Council meeting would be difficult for  
Cllr Lloyd Bunday (clash of meetings), but Cllr Elliot Prentice would attend when he was 
able to. 
 
The Unitary Council has carried out drainage work on the football pitch. 
 
 
037/22: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

a) Approval of draft minutes - Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting, held 9th 

August 2021. 

These were proposed and seconded and approved by all councillors at the 13th 

September meeting, but the proposer and seconder were omitted from the Clerk’s 

notes. 

Cllr Rowley proposed and Cllr Goode seconded that the minutes were a true record.  

Approved by all councillors present except for one abstention (the councillor was not 

present at the August Extraordinary meeting). 

 
b) Approval of draft minutes - Parish Council monthly meeting– held 13th 

September. 
Cllr Rowley proposed and Cllr Batchelor seconded that the minutes were a true record.  

Approved by all councillors present except for one abstention (the councillor was not 

present at the September monthly meeting). 

 

c) Matters arising; outstanding/ongoing actions. 

 12.7.21: action 3: -new Housing Needs Survey could be initiated.   
And 13.9.21: action 3: The Clerk to contact NNC again to ask for an indicative time scale. 

 ACTION 1: The clerk to chase this (again) with Leanne Hunt: it has been chased but 

 no reply has been  received. 

  

12.7.21: action 5: The clerk to chase this, and send to the Contracts Manager (Glynn 

Richardson) via the customer service email. 

And 13.9.21 action 5: The clerk advised that the contract has now been received, but the 

wrong name has been applied to the document, and there are some conditions attached to 

the free installation for which the Parish Council will need to have a considered view.  This 

item to therefore be added to the October agenda once the name change has been carried 

out by Giga clear.  

 The conditions that need to be checked are on the original email from Giga clear. 

 ACTION 2: The clerk to add this item to the November agenda and circulate the terms 

 and conditions in advance of the meeting agenda  



 

 
 

13.9.21: action 6: (Polka Dot road race). Cllr Goode will advise the Village Hall Committee that 

nothing has changed from the Parish Council’s previous position.  Cllr Goode updated that he 

has not yet been able to speak to the Village Hall Management Committee, but based on 

guidance from the Parish Council he believes that they will not accept the booking. However, it 

appears that the event has now been cancelled.  No parking plan was received. 

13.9.21: action 8: The clerk to add another ticket to Street Doctor to ask, because of Health 

and Safety issues, how much longer it will be before the issued ticket has the work carried out. 

   ACTION 3: The clerk will add a chase to the entry on Street Doctor as it still does not 

 say when the work will be carried out. 

 It was queried as to is the spinney area Geddington’s responsibility, but it is not.  The area 

 that is being chased with Street Doctor is just inside the village boundary. The area outside 

 the village boundary will be cut back by Boughton Estates in January. 

 

12.7.21: action 11: Cllr Padwick will write the report for the September meeting. 

 This is presently being carried out but Cllr Padwick has asked for input from other 

 councillors  as well. 

 

12.7.21: action 12: “To set a working party to form a draft for the new Parish Plan” to be added 

as an agenda item to the September meeting. 

These agenda items to now be carried forward to the November meeting 

 Queen Street 

 On 23rd December 2021 water could not flow quickly enough along the river therefore it 

 backed up.  There is also a lip at the top of the Queen Street ramp which slows water 

 flowing back into the river. 

 13.9.21, action 10: Cllr Rowley will ask Highways if the lip can be removed or a drainage 

 channel installed.  

 13.9.21, action 11: Cllr Rowley agreed that a chase request for the foliage in the field - to be 

 cut back - could now happen, but it can only be requested that the attenuation pond is 

 dug out. 

 Cllr Rowley added that any flood prevention equipment needs to be determined, with a 

 further councillor asking if Environmental Services could do the validation kit though. 

 13.9.21, action 13:  Cllr Rowley will bring details of the flood alleviation barrier to the next 

 monthly meeting.  These may be able to be purchased by grants, possibly from Mick 

 George or Wren 

 ACTION 4: Cllr Rowley will do this for the November meeting. 

 
Other updates: drainage clearance letters were delivered to those homes that had a 
visible ditch immediately outside their boundary wall.  The clerk was informed however 
that the letter needs to be delivered to every property with a Stamford Road boundary 
wall, as far down as Newton Road.  
ACTION 5: the clerk will deliver the other letters. 
ACTION 6: The clerk to enquire of Sam Rees if he knows who owns the two fields 
to the west side of Stamford Road. 
 
Cllr Rowley updated that the First Responders Emergency Service now know of the 
defibrillator at the school. 
 



 

 
 

d) Approval of Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting minutes, held 27th 

September 2021 

These are not ready for approval from the Council as there have been two meetings 

in September. 

ACTION 7: The above minutes to be added to the November monthly meeting 

agenda. 

 

e) Matters arising; progress on agreed actions. 
See above. 

 

038/22:  FINANCE  

a) Bank statements. 

Community account statement   as at 17.9.21      £59,836.26   

 Business Saver account             as at 17.9.21        £10,780.75   

 

b) Accounts received   
None 
 

c) Accounts for payment: -  
 

Boughton 

Estates Ltd 

Playing field 30.3.21 – 29.9.21 570.00 

 
Approval of payment of invoice proposed by Cllr Goode, seconded by Cllr Rowley, 
approved by all councillors present.  
 
Noted that approval of the minutes of 13.9.21 had been voted upon and approved, and the 
payments had also had a proposer and seconder and all councillors present had approved 
them.  However, the clerk had only recorded the name of the proposer and not the 
seconder.  For accuracy in the minutes, they were therefore proposed as a true record 
again by Cllr Batchelor, seconded by Cllr Bailey, with all councillors in favour except for Cllr 
Goode who abstained as he was one of the payees. 
 

     c) Initial budgetary discussion for 2022-23 to include capital projects for the next  
    financial year. 

Cllr Batchelor stated that a discussion was needed as to any projects to be moved forward 
over the next year.  The extension car park will account for a substantial amount of money: 
the tendering process needs to commence again from the beginning.  The decision on the 
car park extension application will be given this week. 
 
The Newton junction was raised.  Mirrors were tried but these were not well received.  
Boughton Estates will not give the Parish Council the land that would be needed to address 
the blind bend.  There is currently no solution that can be pursued. 
 
Cllr Padwick added that the Parish Council needs to resolve its view on the Newton junction 
and if alteration or works to it is not possible, this needs to be stated. 
 
It was decided that the Finance Committee need to convene so that the Financial 
Regulations can be reviewed.  Capital projects can also be included in the review.  Cllrs 



 

 
 

Rowley, Goode and Batchelor plus the clerk as RFO will decide a date for the meeting by 
email. 
ACTION 8: The clerk to arrange the meeting. 
 
 

  PLANNING 

 a) KBC Decision notices    

 

KET/2020/0895: Boughton Estates Ltd, Moat Farm (barns adj.), Corby Road, Little 

Oakley. 

Conversion and extension of existing barns to 1 no. dwelling including demolition of an 

agricultural barn, with new shared vehicular access and detached garage 

Listed Building Consent Application.       Approved. 

and 

KET/2020/0876: Boughton Estates Ltd, Moat Farm (barns adj.), Corby Road, Little 

Oakley. 

Conversion and extension of existing barns to 1 no. dwelling including demolition of an 

agricultural barn, with new shared vehicular access and detached garage.        Approved. 

 

b) Planning Applications for consideration.  

 

NK/2021/0601: Mr Riding-Felce, 1 Corby Road (land to North of), Little Oakley. 

Change of use from agricultural to mixed use of agricultural and equestrian. Erection of 

agricultural building. 

A minor change was made to the application (no view of it from the road).   

The Parish Council comment previously made was “no objection”. The new comment is 

“no comment” for the minor change. 

 

c) Appeals (for information only). 

KET/2020/0909: Mr K Higgins, 1 Chase Hill, Geddington. 

Two and single storey side extension to include double garage to front and first floor 

extension to rear.  Full Application. 

For information only – this is being appealed under the Householder Appeals Service. 

     NK/2021/0079:  Mr A Foulke. 1 Grafton Road, Geddington. 

 Vehicular access and hardstanding including installation of two field gates within the Wood 

 Street boundary wall to provide vehicular hardstanding for No. 1 Grafton Road and 

 vehicular hardstanding and allotment garden area for No. 12 West Street.  SNACSNA 

 An update was given by Cllr Rowley concerning Larkfleet Homes application. 
 There are no new submissions that the Parish Council has not already seen.  The new 
 Planning Officer is Natalie Westgate who was given the planning application case two 
 weeks ago. 
 
 
 039/22:  CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND CIRCULATED - to note or comment 
 upon. 

a) Email from Mr Michael Johnson concerning a memorial plaque  
A member of the public would like to know where his family could put a plaque in memory 
of his father who lived in Geddington for all of his life. 



 

 
 

Councillors were happy for the family to pay for a bench to then insert their own plaque, or 
there is one bench by the bin (by the woods) without plaque that can have a plaque added 
to it. 
Cllr Rowley proposed that the member of the public be advised that if they wish to provide a 
plaque only the Parish Council will add it to a bench.  Alternatively, if they wish to pay for a 
new bench the Parish Council can arrange this and then the new plaque can be installed   
on it.  Benches within the village are arranged by the Parish Council rather than the family 
arranging the purchase and installation.  The standard bench would be bought and sited by 
the Parish Council, who liaise with the applicant/family as to the site.  Seconded by Cllr 
Batchelor, all councillors were in favour of the proposal. 
ACTION 9: The clerk to inform the family of the Councillors’ discussion. 
 

 b) E mail from Ncalc - Parish Council survey regarding 2021 elections – request for 
 completion. -  
 The survey closed at the end of 11th October. 
 
 
 040/22: - PARISH PLAN 
 a) Parking Survey from the Working Group - next steps and actions.       

1. Cllr Johnson had circulated a list giving a resume of what was discussed at the last 
Parish Council meeting and the responses from residents.  The possible solutions were 
explored at the meeting and included on the circulated list as follows:- 
2. A resident parking scheme would just move the problem. 
3. Valuations for the provision of boulders are being obtained.\ 
4. A further suggestion was to allow the grass in the berm to grow taller.  The 

agreement with this area (the berm) is with the Environment Agency, not Boughton 
Estates. 

5. Clear signage for parking is needed.  Kensigns are currently doing new signage. 
6. Any faded white lines at junctions such as that by Chapel Lane should be looked at. 
7. Mechanisms for a disabled parking bay was requested by one resident.  The Parish 

Council can give guidance on this as to who to apply to.  It would not be on a public 
street however. 

8. Youth Club car park – this can be borne in mind for if there is a large event. 
9. Double yellow lines – the Parish Council needs to look specifically at areas that may 

potentially benefit from double yellow lines, such as the Café Oak area.  This needs 
to be carried out between now and next July. 
 
Noted that the car parking problem is seasonal and covid made it worst. 
 
It was confirmed that this is the list of potential actions that may or may not be taken. 
 
Boulders may cost more than the £1000 initially approved by the Parish Council. 
 
There was no action to be voted upon at this meeting. 
ACTION 10: Cllr Batchelor will liaise with Kensigns for completion of the car 
parking signs.  
 
b) Parish Plan report. 

 Cllr Padwick needs input from other councillors for some of the issues covered in the 
 report.  He will circulate two papers and ask councillors to get back to him within two 
 weeks with feedback.  He can pull together the information for a review of the 2016 
 Parish Plan and bring it to the next meeting.  A questionnaire can then be sent out 
 early in the new year and flagged in the newsletter, with resulting listed issues to be 



 

 
 

 considered by a group of volunteers.  The adaption of  the new Parish Plan has a 
 provisional date of June 2022. 

 
 c) To set a working party to form a draft for the new Parish Plan. 

    This will be determined at the appropriate stage. 
 
041/22: a) REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS AND  
    b) CODE OF CONDUCT – updates. 
 The new model standing orders has been circulated by Cllr Goode, with areas 

 highlighted that need to be revised, to consider revision or other action highlighted.  He 
 proposed an  extraordinary meeting to go through the revisions because of time constraints 
 within the normal monthly meeting.  Seconded by Cllr Padwick, agreed by all councillors 
 present. 

 
ACTION 11: Cllr Goode will circulate the draft standing orders identifying the 

 discussion points. 
ACTION 12: The clerk will liaise with councillors and Village Hall availability to 

 arrange and notify councillors of the extraordinary meeting date.  A Finance 
 Committee meeting is also needed to discuss and go through the updated financial 
 regulations document, which can be held immediately after the extraordinary 
 meeting. 

 
b) Code of Conduct – update. 

The Code of Conduct Ncalc document only needed the Council’s name adding to the front 
page. 

 ACTION 13: The clerk to send the document to Cllr Johnson for it to be added to the 
 Council website. 
  
  
 042/22: DISCUSSION AND DECISION - SUPPORT TO NORTH NORTHANTS 
 RESPONDERS.   
 As per the presentation given, First Responders would ideally like sponsorship for £1000 for 
 a portable defibrillator. 
 The decisions (and comments) made were as follows: - 
 

- They now have the contact details for the village hall. 
- The Village Hall car park is not a viable option for a clothes bank (as a previous clothes 

bank had to be removed), and this has been put to the Village Hall Management Committee 
who were not in favour of another clothes bank in this location. However, the Parish Council 
are willing to support them concerning the location of a clothes bank, but they do not own 
any suitable land on which it could be sited. 

- The Parish Council would be willing to (additionally) fund the cost of a uniform.  Proposed 
by Cllr Rowley that £1200 for the defibrillator and the uniform be donated by the Parish 
Council to help to secure a First Responder for this parish and help with initial costs.  
Seconded by Cllr Buckseall, all those councillors present approved of the proposal 

 
- Would the Parish Council be willing to lead on the advertiser role or take part in the 

selection of a candidate? 
 It was not thought appropriate to be involved with this, but it would be useful to know if 
 somebody was thought to be completely unsuitable.  It was also suggested that the First 
 Responders could advertise on the Parish Council Facebook page for candidates, and it 
 would be useful to have some visibility of selection candidates.  Could a resident of the 
 village perhaps be on the selection committee? 
 



 

 
 

 As a conclusion, it would be helpful to know what level of interest is shown, and if the 
 Parish Council can  help, please to contact us.   
 
 
 042/22: ENVIRONMENT  
 a)  Flooding update, to include any actions needed 
 Cllr Rowley needs to chase the Portfolio holder and the other bodies he was going to meet 
 with as the Portfolio holder could not meet in the next two to three weeks. He hopes that the 
 meeting can be arranged within the next four weeks. 
 
 c) Parking on the slip roads to the ford – update. 
 The boulders have not yet been purchased; the boulders will be smaller than those in the 
 park.  Cllr Goode will check that the source still has the stones that are a good size for their 
 purpose and that area. The money for the purchase of them has already been approved. 
 
 Cllr Rowley added that he is still chasing the replacement bin for the south side of the 
 slipway area. 
 
 c) Extension car park application /Cricket Club update.  
 An update is due to be sent to the Parish Council imminently. Some of the preferred 
 products may not now be available and the tendering process will have to commence from 
 the beginning again.  The two members of the Village Hall Management Committee will be 
 asked to be involved again, with a second councillor also invited to even up councillors to 
 VHMC members. 
 
 d) Stone pit land – update.  
 A valuation from Berry’s has been received, of £150,000.  An ongoing lease with GVFB and 
 the Youth Club is reflected in this valuation. 
 Cllr Bailey is currently dealing with the Land Registry. 
 
 Newton 
 A resident of Newton who was interested in becoming a councillor was due to be present at 
 the meeting, but was unable to attend. 
 
 Little Oakley 
 No issues raised. 
 
 AOB  
 Councillors were reminded of Remembrance Sunday, and that there are services on the 
 11th and 14th of November.  Cllr Rowley gave his apologies as he will be at a charity event. 
 A wreath will be provided from the Parish Council.  Presently the wreath is sent from the 
 British Legion and a donation from the Parish Council is added to the payment made to the 
 British Legion.  
 
 The Parish Council supported the Community Speed Watch scheme in 2019, with one ex-
 councillor leading on it and a number of other residents volunteering to help with the 
 scheme.  It is starting up again in 2022 and the scheme organisers need to be notified if the 
 village is still interested by 14th December 2021. 
 ACTION 14: Cllr Goode will get in touch with the other people that had been involved 
 before Covid halted the scheme plus one new person who has expressed interest 
 with helping with the scheme. 
 
 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.45pm. 


