
 
 

GEDDINGTON, NEWTON AND LITTLE OAKLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10th OCTOBER 2022 at 7.30pm. 

 

   P a g e  | 1 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillors N Batchelor, C Buckseall, T Bailey, M Rowley, J Padwick,               
P Johnson, D Lomasney, B McCreery. 
 
APOLOGIES 
None 
 
047/23: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
Cllr M Rowley, for 053/23 “Geddington Trust (Stonepit land)” – (GVFB member),  “Planning” 
(NNC responsibilities, nearness of property for consideration) and 056/23a) “Car park 
extension”(relative to one of the tenders received). 
Cllr Batchelor, for 053/23 “Geddington Trust (Stonepit land)” – (GVFB member). 
 
 
048/23: Cllr Batchelor wished to say a few words concerning the passing of Doug Hodkinson 
the previous week.  Cllr Batchelor, Cllr Rowley and Cllr Padwick had attended his funeral.  
Doug had been a councillor for approximately four years, and was passionate about matters 
for which he was lead councillor, mainly footpaths and lighting.  Cllr Batchelor added that he 
was a wonderful man and a committed councillor and it was fitting that a minute’s silence 
should take place.  Cllr Padwick added that it was fitting that there was a written and prepared 
“report” at the end of the funeral service. It was stated that he would always be held in great 
affection.  A one-minute silence then took place. 
 
049/23: CO-OPTION 
Cindy Wrighting had expressed an interest in being co-opted on to the Parish Council.  The 

relevant criteria were met.  Cllr Rowley therefore proposed that Cindy Wrighting was 

nominated for co-option to the Parish Council, Cllr Padwick seconded the nomination.  All 

councillors present were in favour of the nomination. 

050/23: PUBLIC SESSION. 

a) Questions sent in by the public  

No members of the public were present. 

  

b) Reports from North Northants Councillors. 

Cllr Rowley reported that the Executive Committee decided to approve the charge for grey 

bins and it will not go to Full Council.  This is a discretionary service, not mandatory, and it 

costs 3 1/2 million pounds to operate.  It would mean cutting out or reducing another 

service in the next financial year if free grey bin collection remained, as there will be a 23 

million pounds budget cut in 2023 - 4.  If the service is requested it will cost residents £40 

per annum or £15 for 10 paper sacks. 

It was noted that NNC need to circulate a fact sheet relating to this to answer residents’ 

questions. 

 

He also reported that the Water Board are shutting the A4300 between the Weekley 

roundabout  and Geddington for three days, with no reason given.  He is trying to find out 

from Anglian Water what work will be taking place but they are not obliged to give any 

more information.  He added that they do not have to give advance warning of a closure. 

 

 



 

 
 

051/23: MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING. 

a) Approval of draft minutes for the Monthly Parish Council Meeting held 8th August 

2022.  Subject to two amendments, it was proposed by Cllr Padwick that the minutes be 

approved, seconded by Cllr McCreery, all councillors were in favour. 

 

b) Matters arising; progress on agreed actions 

8.8.22, Action 2: Cllr Batchelor will try to contact Kensigns about finalising the sign as well 

as return of the Chairs’ board that needs to be rehung in the village hall lounge. 

Cllr Batchelor is still trying to get hold of Kensigns for the (now completed) signs to be hung. 

ACTION 1: Cllr Batchelor will again try to arrange for Kensigns to come out to 

Geddington so that the job can be completed. 

 

11.7.22, action 3: Removal of the car in the car park, by initially contacting the Police. 

Additionally, the car outside the Post Office needs to be reported as well. 

 

Cllr Rowley had added the disused car outside the Post Office to Street Doctor for removal.  

The truck came out to collect it, but then a search was carried out on Land Registry and 

more than half of the vehicle is on private land and so it cannot be removed. 

 

11.7.22, action 6: (areas within the ward that need regular cutting or similar maintenance).  

Cllr Batchelor will draft out a short specification which can then be circulated to Cllrs Rowley 

and Lomasney and then to all councillors for additions, changes and comments.  This new 

piece of work can be mentioned in the further email to the resident.  This work has not yet 

been drawn up. 

ACTION 2: The work is awaiting completion. 

11.7.22, action 7: The clerk will obtain a mandate form from Barclays Bank for a new 
signatory.   
The actions that were needed for a mandate change were not available to be completed 
within the 30 days that Barclays allow for processing the actions.  The process will therefore 
have to start again. 
ACTION 3: The clerk in conjunction with Cllr Padwick will start the mandate change 

process again.  

11.7.22, action 14: (Access by a resident to the back of his property across the recreation 
field).  The clerk to write to Boughton Estates as it is their property and the resident is an 
ex-employee, to ask what are their thoughts on it, as permission may have been given by 
them.  This needs to be confirmed in writing.   
The email had been written, Boughton Estates had subsequently spoken to the 
environment lead, Cllr Lomasney, and this issue is currently being checked.  
Boughton Estates have also been asked to specify how often is “infrequent access”.  The 
terms of the lease relating to this issue need to be clarified before the extended car park 
can be constructed.  It has also been requested that if a new tenant is at some stage in 
place, what would happen with the terms of any new lease?  Cllr Lomasney is awaiting a 
reply from Boughton Estates.   
ACTION 4: The clerk to write a letter to the tenant, asking him to show the Parish 
Council evidence that he has the right to access the recreation field with his vehicle. 
A time limit to be given of 21 days for confirmation of the right of vehicular access to 
be shown. 



 

 
 

 

8.8.22, action 4: The clerk to contact the Youth Club and GVFB to explain the outline of why 
the meeting was needed (Stonepit land leases). 
An update for Stonepit land leases is at minute reference 053/23.  
 

8.8.22, action 5: Possibility of an independent consultant concerning Larkfleet Homes 
planning application decision and any future implications? 
Cllr Rowley informed councillors that he had enquired as to this issue in February 2022, 

and had been told it was not relevant as the Parish Council had Pathfinder which is still 

valid. 

 

8.8.22, action 6: The clerk will enquire as to the Housing Needs Survey that was going to 
be carried out when a budget was available.  
The clerk has contacted NNC but has yet to receive a reply.  This action will therefore be 

chased. 

ACTION 5:The clerk to chase this action. 

 
8.8.22, action 7: (Bus contract changes). 
An update for this issue is at minute reference 054/23b)  
 

8.8.22, action 8: (Responsible owner for tree that has fallen into the River Ise): 

The responsibility was determined to be the owner of the old nursery.  The land agent has 

been contacted and the tree has been cut down and removed. 

 

8.8.22, action 9: The clerk to contact NNC and ask for the specification to be put onto the 
public quote system.   
This had been requested, but an email had been received back stating that it could not be 
actioned.  The relevant person may have misunderstood that the Parish Council were 
requesting their own email and job specifications to be added to the public quote system. 
 

8.8.22, action 10: Letter from The Samuel Lee Charity, dated 27.7.22 concerning 

suggestion for land use for land off Stamford Road, behind Newton Road.  

This was discussed and a reply needs to be sent to the charity. 

ACTION 6: The clerk to reply to the letter from the Samuel Lee Charity. 

 

8.8.22, action 11: The clerk to contact Boughton Estates to try to obtain a contact telephone 

number for Camgrain to notify them of the cutbacks to trees that are needed. 

 Camgrain have been contacted via their website contact form.  The work has now been 

carried out, although it is not clear whether Camgrain have carried out the work or 

Boughton Estates. 

 

 

052/23: FINANCE.  

a) Bank statements. 

Community account statement   as at 16.9.22     £68,511.10  

 Business Saver account             as at 16.9.22       £10,785.42   

b) Accounts received     
None 

c) Accounts for payment : -  



 

 
 

None 
 

WeldonTree & 

Landscapes Ltd 

Tree risk assessment survey 480.00 

Harkers Barkers Repairs and renewal of gate and posts in dog 

walking area. 

518.06 

Anita Curtis –  1/4ly salary Jul - Sept 22 1126.22 

Anita Curtis – 

reimbursement of PAYE 

paid by AC’s own debit 

card 12.9.22. 

1/4ly PAYE (already paid by AC), Jul - Sept 22 285.73 

Anita Curtis – Agreed Depreciation Jul - Sept 22 60.00 

Anita Curtis Expenses Jul - Sept 22 – Printer ink £24.47, bk 

2nd class stamps £5.44, total £29.91 

29.91 

Boughton Estates Ltd Playing field – rental period 30.3.22 – 29.9.22 

1st half of year. 

570.00 

CommuniCorp 

(Clerks and Councils 

Direct) 

Subscription Dec 22 to Nov 23. 75.00 

Geoxphere Ltd 

(Parish Online) 

Digital mapping (per year) 29.9.22 – 29.9.23 105.60 

David Lomasney  Two invoices for temporary works carried out to 

gate in the meadows (£144.00 and £15.68) 

159.68 

 

Following a discussion, it was decided that the Parish Council probably will not use the digital 

mapping system at the present time.   The subscription expired at the ends of September 2022, 

and the invoice will not be paid at the present time. 

ACTION 7: The clerk to circulate the queries she had sent to Geoxphere Ltd (Parish Online) 

and the resulting replies received ahead of the next meeting in November, when this item 

will be added to the agenda for a further discussion if needed. 

Proposed by Cllr Rowley that the payments be approved, with the addition of the expenses for Cllr 

Lomasney and the deletion of the Geoxphere Ltd invoice.  Seconded by Cllr Padwick, approved by 

all councillors present but with two abstentions (one councillor to receive expenses payment, and 

one councillor related to one of the payees). 

d)Option to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment arrangements – 
decision to be made.  
After a discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would again remain with the appointed 
external auditor as decided by the central procurement regime rather than appoint its own auditor.    
Proposed by Cllr Rowley, seconded by Cllr Bailey, approved by all councillors present. Noted that 
no other authority had opted out in the previous five years. 
 



 

 
 

e)Parish Online subscription (free subscription expires 29th September) – decision to be 
made as to whether to continue the subscription. 
This was discussed at 052/23c) (Geoxphere Ltd). 

f) Budgetary process for 2023/24 – potential projects/other spend discussion to commence. 
Councillors need to start to think of any potential projects or other spend that they would like to 
see discussed for consideration in the next financial year. 
 
There has been a threat in the last few years for the Government to implement a yearly 2% cap on 
precepts as currently happens with higher councils.  This has not so far happened, and it does 
appear to be a too restrictive system. 
There is a sizeable sum in the Parish Council accounts that has built up over the last three years 
as reserves – allocated for projects in the Parish Plan.  Noted that it would useful to have amounts 
earmarked for different projects. 
 
 
053/23: STONEPIT LAND – working party update. 
After a detailed discussion concern the Geddington Parish Trust, it was clarified and checked on 
the Charity Commission website that the Council became invested in the property in 1976, with   
Geddington Parish Trust ceasing to exist on 4th January 2004. It was dissolved by the Charity 
Commission and stated as such on the website.   
 
A resume of the meeting that took place between the Youth Club, GVFB, and Cllrs Bailey and 
McCreery was then given, which went well.  A letter will be drawn up to be sent to the Youth Club 
and GVFB. 
 
The next step will be to issue the notices.  The Parish Council needs to appoint a solicitor to carry 
out the work needed for the new leases.  Wellers-Headley are the firm used by Ncalc to give talks 
when needed on legal matters, or an alternative is to use a local firm.  Costs should be obtained, 
with a brief drawn up to indicate to the prospective solicitor what is involved and what terms of the 
lease need to be incorporated. 
 
Cllr Bailey stated that two actions are needed now.  The legal notices need to be issued as soon 
as possible.  The second action is that estimates for the costs of the work that needs to be carried 
out need to be obtained.  He suggested that himself and Cllr McCreery draft the terms that would 
be sent to the solicitors for their instructions, circulate to councillors, and if approved by councillors 
for the letters to be sent to the solicitors without delay. 
 
As an aside, Cllr Rowley commented at this stage that he had just emailed the clerk a document 
written by Paul Hopkins and Tony Locock when both were councillors listing all of the Parish 
Council’s assts and how much the Parish Council should charge for use of the assets.    
ACTION 8: This information to be circulated to all councillors. 
 
 
PLANNING. 

a) KBC Decision notices    
NK/2022/0482:  Mr B McCreery, Cartshed Cottage, Access Road to Church, Newton. 
Replace 2 no. windows to west facing gable end.  Full Application.   Approved. 
 

    b) Planning Applications for consideration.  

NK/2022/0610: Mr S Waite, 44 Skeffington Close, Geddington. 

Two and single storey rear extension with Juliet balcony, raised patio, front porch and block paved 

driveway.  Full Application. 



 

 
 

It was proposed by Cllr Buckseall that there be no objection, second by Cllr Batchelor, approved 

by all councillors present but with two abstentions. 

Cllr Johnson left the meeting at 9.04pm. 

 

054/23: PARISH PLAN. 

a)Facilities for young people and adults 
 
Outdoor Gym update. 

The results of the recent survey were given.  34 replies were received which was a 5% 
return rate. 29 replies were in favour of an outdoor gym, with 4 replies against.   One reply 
included a suggestion for use of the Stonepit land instead.  However, the outdoor gym is seen as 
an extension of the existing children’s play area and improving the facilities that the recreation field 
provides.  Noted that the Cricket Club were not happy if it was too close to the outfield of the 
cricket area but the working group have agreed to try to push the area back if it is possible. 
 
Cllr Padwick added that the working group may be looking to the Parish Council for a contribution 
grant of 11% - £2,500 to £3,000. 
 
b) Bus update. 
Cllr Padwick circulated the revised bus time tables to councillors.  Cllr Rowley gave some 
information concerning North Northamptonshire Council on this issue.  A large amount of money 
had been put forward by NNC to subsidize the bus service.  The subsidies are discretionary, so 
this same conversation may have to take place next year, with liaison with other nearby villages 
ideally starting in January.  It is not known if the contract is sustainable.  
 
ACTION 9: To consider adding bus discussion to the January agenda, for possible uptake 
of figures as to usage. 

 
 

FLOOD WORKING GROUP 
a) Update. 

     b) RAIN – A flood resilience project.  Relevancy for this Parish? -- To discuss. 
These will be added to the November agenda (lack of time). 

 
 
055/23: CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED AND CIRCULATED – items to note or comment 
upon. 
a) Email from John Goodall 24.8.22 - Youth Club booking for 21-23 October plus liability 
insurance.  
The request was discussed, and on this occasion the Parish Council grants permission.  The 
Youth Club to also be asked if they can submit their accounts for the previous financial year. This 
last request to also be sent to the GVFB. 
ACTION 10:  The clerk to action the above points. 
 
b)Email from P Goode 27.8.22 – blocked drains in Queen Street (have been reported).  
Councillors were appreciative of the work and regular updates that are still being provided by 
Peter Goode. 
 
c)Email from P Goode 11.9.22 – Notice board has been cleaned. 
Again, the work carried out to clean the board was appreciated by councillors. 
 
ACTION11: the clerk to thank Peter for the work he still carries out. 



 

 
 

 
d)Email from P Goode 14.9.22 concerning telephone lines issues. 
Cllr Rowley advised that not even MPs could contact OpenReach.  They are solely owned by 
British Telecom and nobody outside of BT can acquire a telephone number for OpenReach.  This 
situation has been unchanged for many years. 
ACTION 12: The clerk to contact the MP to convey that on behalf of residents, the Parish 
Council is concerned with the impact this is having on elderly residents in particular, to 
whom a landline is a lifeline for them.   
 
ACTION 13: The clerk to reply to Peter Goode, to inform him that this will be escalated to 
the MP.   
 
f)Email from P Hopkins 22.9.22 concerning area in front and the facia of the Post Office. 
As regards to the vehicle this has already been brought to the attention of the Police, and as the 
majority of it is on private property there is nothing they can do.  The GVFB cannot tidy up the front 
of the Post Office as this is private property.   
ACTION 14: The parish clerk to reply to the resident. 
 
It was noted at this point that no correspondence had been received relating to the closure of New 

Road on 25/10/22 for 3 days)  
 
 
056/23: ENVIRONMENT. 

a) Car park extension – discussion of and decision to be made for the quotations that 
have been received - car park extension work contractor. 
Cllr Rowley stated that from the quotations that have been received, it is difficult to make a 
decision at this point because not enough information has been given and there are no 
insurance details. It is also unclear whether the companies have carried out similar work 
previously.  Other queries include how is the slope to the extension car park going to be 
addressed?  It was stated by Cllr Lomasney that the firms concerned have said that they 
have studied the planning application details very carefully. 
 
Cllr Rowley left the meeting at 9.32pm. 
 
Cllr Lomasney explained that the ESR quote was originally £36,000 two years ago, and it is 
now £45,000 plus VAT.  He has viewed testimonials of car park work that they have carried 
out, including work on large NHS car parks.  
There is a large amount of information within the planning application, and both companies 
are familiar with the archaeological report and the need to address the slope. They are also 
aware of the need for the minimalization of tarmac so that the ex-grid would be 
environmentally friendly, and the need for safety with the playground being adjacent to the 
area. 
 
Cllr Lomasney believed that the scheduled work should adhere to the approved detail in the 
planning application. Both of the quotations meet the requirements specified in the planning 
application and both are very similar in explanations of work to be carried out.  Monetary 
difference excluding VAT is £7404.00.   
 
Cllr Batchelor said that he can understand Cllr Rowley’s concerns as to how detailed or 
otherwise the planning application was.  Additionally, one quote was an estimate and not a 
firm quote, and he would also like to see some references back to the planning application. 
Possibly a breakdown of the various elements and a tick box system, signed by the 
Managing Director as verification that each element of work can be met, and also to 
produce insurance documentation. 
 



 

 
 

He emphasised that the issue with the resident driving through the area must be resolved 
before any work could commence.  
 
Cllr Lomasney will go back to both companies and ask them to re-submit quotes 
referencing the planning application with each aspect in detail, provide information on 
insurance cover throughout, request evidence of their previous works on jobs of a similar 
nature, and ensure a quotation is given rather than an estimate and that the submission 
comes with terms and conditions mentioning building regulations. 
 
Noted that a further possible quotation via the NNC public quote system was not able to be 
actioned - see 051/23 (8.8.22 action 9).  Both the clerk who sent the email asking for the job 
to be put on the public quote system and the councillor who has been involved with this 
issue for some time believe that the email request and the attached information were clear.  
Additionally, other companies were asked for quotations. One company replied stating that 
they were not able to quote as they were too busy, and no other company replied.  
 
Noted that this agenda item will be discussed as a substantive item at the November 
meeting. 
 

b)The Queen’s Green Canopy – provision of plaque(s) to signify and commemorate  

the nationwide plantings – decision to be made as to if this/these are required. 
 Cllr Lomasney stated that the trees will be arriving in November.  There are 15 trees and 
they will be planted by him and volunteers.  A plaque can be sorted out at a later date. 

 
c) Dog walking area – verbal update’ 
This issue has been resolved. 

 
d)Tree risk assessment survey -tree plan, for discussion. 
Cllr Lomasney reported that he has devised a tree plan from the information provided by 
Weldon Landscapes.  The total cost of all the works would be approximately £15,000.  The 
works in category A (the most urgent) have therefore been broken up initially into two 
sections: trees that are “encroaching” and those “to be made safe”. Cllr Lomasney wishes 
to revisit the latter to check whether those trees are in an area where they are not likely to 
fall on a person or car.  He has carried out this exercise once but wishes to double check 
the trees in this section. 
 
He stated that councillors now need to consider whether they want a long-term plan with 

ongoing maintenance for the trees, (covering all three categories: A, B, C in the report from 

Weldon Landscapes) plus in the short term a decision needs to be made about those in the 

“encroaching” section that are blocking or close to blocking paths. 

It was asked “why is encroaching more important than make safe”? He advised that all the 

encroaching trees are over a path, road or river. It was thought that carrying out 

maintenance on those trees that are in the encroaching section should be quite soon. The 

trees to be made safe need to have their location added to the tree plan in order to prioritise 

work to be carried out. 

ACTION 15 Cllr Lomasney will bring to the next meeting a plan showing the location 

of specific trees. 

It was noted that some trees may need planning permission, and there should be a decision 

made at the November meeting for those trees where it could be dangerous if maintenance 

work is not carried out imminently. 



 

 
 

e) Fallen trees in the stretch of the river between Newton and the footpath bridge to 
Geddington Grange – update. 
It had not been clear as to who was finding out who was responsible for the fallen trees.  
ACTION 16:  the clerk will find out ownership of the trees.  

f) Speed watch completion summary, for information and any questions 
If there are any questions relating to the circulated summary, they have not been brought to 
the attention of Cllr Lomasney.  Thank yous to those volunteers taking part will be conveyed 
via the newsletter, and possibly thank yous from the Parish Council would also be 
appropriate.  

 

g) Impact of Ise Valley Plan – Report of the of the project launch and potential issues 

to consider. 
A summary of the plan is that if the Ise Valley Strategic plan goes down Oakley Road and 
along Newton Road there is a good possibility that extra speed restrictions will be put in 
place by the Newton turn which would be desirable.  The project organisers are having 
follow up meetings with parish councillors on the 9th and 10th November.  Further details 
may be available following those meetings. 

 
 

057/23:  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AND WREATH – reminder of and approval of 
wreath/donation 
Peter from Kensigns is now the poppy coordinator for the village, and a wreath has been 
requested.  Councillors were reminded that it would be appreciated to see a good turnout of 
councillors for the service on Remembrance Sunday.  It was agreed that Cllr Padwick 
would lay the wreath. 

 
058/23: Newton 
    Defibrillators for Newton – information for discussion. 
This agenda item to be carried over to the November meeting. 

 
 059/23: Little Oakley 

    Defibrillators for Little Oakley – information for discussion. 
This agenda item to be carried over to the November meeting. 

 

 AOB  
Cllr Batchelor apologised for the short notice given to notify councillors that he would be 
resigning as the Chair and as a councillor, but it was “needs must” as to being work related.  
He thanked councillors for all their hard work and patience and that he had enjoyed working 
with them.  He added that he would be a big ally of the Parish Council and needed to 
update Cllr Padwick about some issues including the flood issues. 
 
Thanks were also given by Cllr Padwick to Cllr Batchelor for the chairing of the meetings 
and for the time given to the Parish Council.  

 
There being no other business, the meeting ended at 10.00pm. 

 
         Anita Curtis - Parish Clerk – 

 Email: Geddingtonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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